Joe F. Freed
March 3, 1922 - March 2, 2016

Joe F. Freed, age 93, formerly of Findlay, Ohio, passed away at Otterbein Retirement
Community, St. Marys, Ohio, on Wednesday, March 2, 2016. He was born March 3, 1922,
in Forest, Ohio, to Franklin E. and Estella (Neiswander) Freed. On December 5, 1943, he
married his high school sweetheart, Kathryn (Heininger) Freed, and they had 71 years
together. She preceded him in death on January 25, 2015.
He is survived by his four children: Margaret (Dwight) Steen, Denver, Colorado; Dr.
Thomas Freed, Grafton, Wisconsin; Dr. Donald (Debra) Freed, Suttons Bay, Michigan; and
Rebecca (Douglas) Warren, Findlay, Ohio; nine grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.
He was preceded in death by his sister, Una R. (Charles) Bailey, and his brother, Charles
Freed.
Joe was a 1940 graduate of Forest High School in Forest, Ohio. He served his country in
the United States Army during WWII. He received his pharmacy degree from The Ohio
State University in 1951. Joe was a partner in B & G, Arlington and Brookside
Pharmacies. He was Retail Pharmacist of the Year for the state of Ohio in 1975, a
member of the OSU College of Pharmacy Alumni Governing Board, and past president of
the Northwest Ohio Pharmaceutical Association. In addition, he was a member for Van
Buren School District Board for twelve years.
He enjoyed participating in the Senate Club and was a Mason at Forest Lodge for seventy
years.
He was an active member of St. Andrews United Methodist Church in Findlay. He was
also actively involved in the Emmaus community. He was most recently a member of St.
Pauls United Methodist Church in Celina. Joe was on the board of directors of Otterbein
Retirement Community and an active volunteer on the Otterbein campus.
Joe was a kind, generous and patient man, devoted to his family, church and community.
He will be sorely missed.

Memorial contributions may be made to Otterbein St. Marys Retirement Community.
Memorial services will begin at 11:00 am on Thursday, June 25, 2016 in St. Andrew’s
United Methodist Church, 120 W. Sandusky Street, Findlay, Ohio; where the family will
receive friend from 10:00 – 11:00 am prior to the service.
Graveside service will held at 3:00 pm at Hueston Cemetery, 17279 County Rd 20, Forest,
Ohio.
Arrangements have been entrusted to Cisco Funeral Home, St. Marys. To share
memories with the family, visit http://www.ciscofuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Joe was my mentor, employer and friend. I started working for Joe at B & G Drugs in
the Fall of my sophomore high school year as a stock boy.... taking out the trash,
mopping the floors, washing the windows and of course stocking the shelves. Joe
was very friendly and always had kind words for me. He was very quick to teach me
to use the cash register and before I knew it I was billing insurance companies for
prescriptions using the old triplicate Universal Claims forms and fixing medicaid
rejects on an old typewriter in the corner. I did the annual inventory of drugs for
taxes. He taught me to pull and send back the out-of-date drugs to manufacturers.
Joe showed me how to type prescription labels and fill the unit dose cabinets. I even
did a stint as a delivery driver when an "older gentleman" Joe hired was ill. I got to
know Joe very well during my high school years... working with/near/for him each
afternoon. He was very generous to me not just with his encouragement, training and
paychecks; but also with his friendship and the sharing of his life and family. I got to
know the love of his life, Katie, pretty well also over the years. His daughter Becky
was sweet and always nice to me when she would come to visit her Dad at work.
The whole store seemed to light up when she came in, but especially the smile on
Joe's face. Joe was proud of all his kids and I got to meet them all a few times during
my time at B & G. I was inspired by Joe to become a pharmacist so I went to
pharmacy school. He kept me on during my breaks and summers while in school
maybe to help me out more than to help him out. He was that kind of a boss. I
worked very hard for Joe and always did my best. He fostered that work ethic in all
his employees but there was always time for a good story, joke or some other kind of
fun. Joe gave blood often and regularly. Watching his example inspired me to give
blood too, so I started when I turned 18... I remember the day not too much later
when he hit 50 gallons! I thought that was virtually impossible with all the time
restrictions the Red Cross had, so I asked Joe how he managed to give so much. He
just winked and smiled and told me when he was in the Army, he would give blood
every couple weeks (probably really weekly if I know Joe).. there weren't any rules
back then... and I watched him continue to give like clockwork during my B & G
years. He was a very giving person and this was just another example of how much
he gave of himself to others over the years. At hearing of Joe's passing I was
saddened and I felt as though some of me had died as well... He was such a great
father, husband, mentor, role model and friend to all of us lucky enough to know him.
Then I started to think a little more about Joe's life and how it intertwined with mine
and others who knew him. I came to the happy conclusion that he still lives on this
earth! Each of us caries a share of Joe Freed around with us and we all pass some
of him onto those who know us. He is never going away, not really. I think of him
often and I know that lots of good things I say and do in my life are because of him.
Thanks again Joe! I'll just spread you around some more. I know you would like that
and I can almost see you wink and smile.
Your friend forever, Brad Beams, RPh, JD, Vicksburg, MI

Brad Beams - March 08, 2016 at 01:51 AM

“

I have never met your dad Don, but if he was as wonderful as you are then I do now
him. Frank and Marie Dituri a very sorry for your loss.

Marie Dituri - March 07, 2016 at 07:38 PM

“

Always enjoyed being around Joe & Kate - always an open door to. As a classmate
of Don and a neighbor have some great memories of the Freed Family. Appreciate
all of the lifts to OSU with Tom and enjoyed teasing Becky. It's tough when this
generation passes, lots of great mentors and solid folk. Barb & I send our prayers
and condolences to all of you. Ken & Barb Beck

Ken Beck - March 07, 2016 at 06:36 PM

“

I am a class mate of Becky's and friend of Kate and Joe. This family, as a whole, are
the greatest people. Kate and Joe were always so generous, sweet and caring. It
was not hard to see why their children ended up so great when these two people
were their parents. So sorry for your loss. Becky, you and your siblings and
remainder of the family are in my prayers. God Bless, Karen (Huntley) Griffith, Van
Buren.

Karen K. Griffith - March 07, 2016 at 12:30 PM

“

To the Joe Freed family:
Love and blessings as you grieve and celebrate Joe's life. He was indeed a good
and honorable man and a "piller" in the community. His humor and goodness live on
in all of you. :)

Joe Verschaeve - March 07, 2016 at 12:17 PM

“

Joe was like a fantastic brother to Don and I, one of our closest friends. our
friendship started over 55 years ago, and wow , the wonderful adventures and times
we have had.
He will be sorely missed, but know he is so happy being with the love of his life,
Katie; his family and his multitude of friends..............hugs and much love to all of
you..........Jean

Jean Haas - March 07, 2016 at 06:44 AM

“

A wonderful man and friend. He and Katie were so much fun and so generous. We
are better people for having known them. Gregg and Pam Lang

Pam Lang - March 07, 2016 at 06:38 AM

“

So sorry for the loss of your dad. Your parents were like my second parents while
growing up. He will be truly missed. Love, Karen Feigert-Brown

Karen Feigert-Brown - March 06, 2016 at 12:55 PM

“

Joe was my second Father. He was always there with a smile ready to help. I love
you Joe
Diane Steen

Diane Steen - March 04, 2016 at 02:09 PM

