Ronald E. "Doc" Hertel
March 9, 1945 - December 30, 2019

Ronald E. “Doc” Hertel, age 74, of Celina, Ohio, passed away at The James Cancer
Center at OSU, Columbus, Ohio on December 30, 2019 at 9:55 pm. He was born March
9, 1945 in Van Wert, Ohio to the late Gale and Audrey (Saam) Hertel. He married Jan
(Bertke) Hertel on July 25, 1985 and she survives at the residence.
Other survivors include his children, Ryan (Brittany Teodorski) Hertel, Portland, Oregon,
Lisa (Jeff) Vondrell, Celina and Todd (Grace Rea) Hertel, Delaware, Ohio; a brother, Larry
(JeAnne) Hertel, Fort Myers, Florida; two nieces, Katie and Marie; and four grandchildren,
Evan, Owen, Mason and Ellie.
Also preceded in death by a sister, Janice (Jerry) Hoelscher.
Ron was a 1963 graduate of Rockford High School and went on to further his education at
Manchester College where he received a Bachelor’s degree in education. He also
received his Master’s degree from the University of Wisconsin Superior and his PhD
degree from Walden University.
He worked his entire life in education teaching at Marion Local Schools for 40 years and
retiring as a professor at Wright State Lake Campus in Celina, where he specialized in
teaching science and mathematics.
He was a member of Mount Tabor Church of God in Celina, Celina VFW Post #5713,
Celina American Legion Post #210, Celina Moose Lodge #1473, Celina Eagles Post
#1291, NRA and the NEA.
Ron enjoyed trapping, farming, playing cards, being outdoors, and spending time with his
family.
Visitation hours will be from 3:00 pm – 7:00 pm on Friday, January 3, 2020, at Cisco
Funeral Home, Celina.

Funeral services will begin at 10:30 am on Saturday, January 4, 2020 at Cisco Funeral
Home, Celina, with Pastor Darwin Dunten, officiating; where the family will receive friends
one hour prior to the service.
Burial will follow at North Grove Cemetery in Celina.
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions can be made to the donor’s favorite charity.
Please leave a condolence to the family @ www.ciscofuneralhome.com.
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Comments

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Ronald E. "Doc" Hertel.

January 03 at 11:53 AM

“

You don’t get a PhD in Chemical Engineering without at least one formative science
teacher along the way and Doc Hertel was probably my most memorable and colorful
Chemistry and Physics teacher along the way. I remember less specific lessons and
lectures but among my favorite memories:
-(Bell rings) “HEEYA GEESE ITS TIME TO GET TO WORK”
-“cooking is chemistry” a la candy canes at Christmas, accompanied by “Dashing
through the lab...”
-waiting for drifting snow so he could do explosive demonstrations with large chunks
of sodium metal :O
-“If you don’t like this class you can go to the other end of the hall to Civics class and
read the 5th grade newspaper”
- The 2nd law of Thermodynamics: (Holding up a large empty jar): “Now what will
happen when i drop this mayonnaise jar to the ground?..IT WILL SEEK MAXIMUM
ENTROPY!”
-(bell rings) “OK PUT THE BALLS AWAY, THREE LAPS, SHOWER.”
Time to put the balls away indeed.
Godspeed Dr. Hertel, and deepest condolences to your family!
-James Broering, ML ‘96

James Broering - January 03 at 10:51 AM

“

What a legacy he has left! Such great memories shared by those who knew him as a
colleague, teacher, friend, and neighbor. He was certainly instrumental in laying the
foundation for my career. Our deepest condolences to his entire family!
Dean and Kate Hartwig-Class of 74

Kate Hartwig - January 03 at 09:02 AM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of Ronald E. "Doc" Hertel.

January 02 at 06:00 PM

“

Your Family and Friends at MMA purchased the Country Basket Blooms for the
family of Ronald E. "Doc" Hertel.

Your Family and Friends at MMA - January 02 at 02:47 PM

“

Obviously one of the great teachers-- my fun story is having lived next to the school
(and the chemistry room), I witnessed many times when Doc Hertel would sit on the
curb and play with our dog Ricky in the morning, sometimes join him for a cigar later
in the evening. Many late nights at school working on 'endeavors' and he'd rev the
engine on the old tan/brown van (i think just to get the dog excited) and speed off
smiling that big smile. M.Bertke. '98.

Matt Bertke - January 02 at 01:50 PM

“

Our sympathy, prayers and love to Jan and the entire family. Jo Ann Huecker Varner and
Steve
Jo Ann Huecker Varner and Steve - January 02 at 02:10 PM

“

Ron Hertel was the most influential teacher I ever had.... high school, college and
grad school, despite having graduated from Marion Local High School over 30 years
ago. His style was abrupt and direct, while still engaging and fun. He taught me there
was much more to learning than grades and that there was much more to life than
career and occupation.
Memorable Moments: I had Mr. Hertel for at least one class every year of high
school: algebra 1 & 2, Chemistry, Physics, Advanced Sr. Math. He would begin each
year with some version of the statement, "Your final grade will be 50% test scores,

50% homework scores and 50% Hertel".
While in my senior year physics class, I was never the student with the highest
grade. So when the end of the year arrived, I was surprised that Mr. Hertel awarded
the Class 1st Place to me during an awards ceremony. As he handed the award
plaque to me, he stated, "Grades are not the important part, understanding is and I
always noticed you explaining the material to the other students, even the straight A
students." I have kept that award for 30+ years and have had it hanging on my wall
at work since then.
I wish I could state how thankful I am that Ron Hertel was a teacher of mine and I
also hope he knows how important and influential he was.
Good Bye, Mr. Hertel.
Patrick Mescher
Patrick Mescher - January 02 at 01:22 PM

“

I would like to extend my sympathy to the family of Dr. Hertel upon his death. Doc
Hertel has continued to be one of my favorite teachers 20 years after graduating from
Marion Local High School. His teaching prepared me well for college level Chemistry,
Physics, and Calculus courses. Beyond that, he is easily the professor I have
continued to quote and reference the most for the past 20 years. (Heckman, I’ve
been doing this since before you were a sperm.” and “Wernie should have stayed
home that night.” I also had the opportunity to play under him on Marion Local’s golf
team for two season’s, one of which was a perfect winless campaign in 1998: to
which Doc stated “With the scores you guys are turning in, at least I know you aren’t
cheating.” Which was followed by his unforgettable laughter. We did defeat 40% of
our opponents the following season.
Doc: The golden rod is yellow, the corn is turning brown. The trees an apple orchard,
with fruits are bending down.
You’ve lived a good life Doc, now it’s time to 56 ya, and enjoy your eternal reward.
God be with you and may the peace of Christ be with your family.
Brent Heckman
Erie, PA

Brent Heckman - January 02 at 12:55 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Ronald E. "Doc" Hertel.

January 02 at 11:16 AM

“

Heavenly Grace Spray was purchased for the family of Ronald E. "Doc" Hertel.

January 02 at 10:58 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to the entire family. I so enjoyed working with Ron while he
was at Wright State University-Lake Campus. May precious memories help bring you
all some comfort during this difficult time.

Pat Howard - January 02 at 09:55 AM

“

My fondest memories of Ron were the basketball games in his barn every sunday
afternoon and then going into celina to the sweet shop for a shake . He was a great
friend and a fun guy to be around. Tom Clouse friend.

Tom clouse - January 02 at 08:14 AM

“

Sorry to hear this news. Mr. Hertel was one of my favorite teachers. I went to college
as a chemistry major - mostly from his influence. I recall his discipline and
encouragement. It served me well in life.
Dr. Joe Homan, MLHS Class of `79

Joe Homan - January 01 at 10:43 PM

“

Doc was one of a kind and truly one of the best. From principal to coworker to
friend...may he find peace in his eternal rest.
Matt and Becky Simcoe

Becky Simcoe - January 01 at 04:11 PM

“

So sorry to hear of this significant loss. Not many people you come across in life that
can leave a positive impact, Mr. Hertel was one of those persons. I think of you often
and am blessed to have been taught by you.... you will surely be missed. Amy, ML
high school ‘91

Amy - January 01 at 03:58 PM

“

A great teacher and one who really cared about his students. I am proud to have
been his colleague. Martin Krick

Martin Krick - January 01 at 03:28 PM

“

Truly one of the most influential teachers I have ever had. Reasoning, logic, outside
of the box thinking, and how to survive bell curve grading- you taught it all.
Thank you Mr. Hertel. You were the best!
~Marion Local, Class of ‘92

MK - January 01 at 11:59 AM

“

My mentor for many years..My sympathy to you Jan and
family.
Pat Barlge.
Pat Barlage - January 01 at 04:02 PM

“

30+ years at ML with Ron. A professional colleague, a respected mentor, and most
importantly a good friend. Education has lost a good leader, the world has lost a good
person, and I have lost a good friend. RIP, Ron. Through your inspiration teaching as a
caring profession lives on.
Charlie Mescher - January 01 at 04:46 PM

“

My colleague and friend, Ron challenged all of us who taught beside him. He was the
consummate professional who always wanted his students to best their best. My love and
sympathy to Jan and children.
Nancy Brooks
Nancy Brooks - January 01 at 08:12 PM

